
Diocese of Corpus Christi Directives for Re-Opening Our Parish 

As set forth by Bishop Michael Mulvey 

I. Before Mass 

1. All of the faithful are dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday through the month of 

June. 

a) Those who are symptomatic or who have been exposed to another person with the virus 

within 14 days are not permitted to enter the church.  

b) Attendees are asked to check their temperature at home before coming to church. 

c) Those who are at risk due to an underlying health issue or are 65+ are strongly encouraged 

to stay home and view Mass through social media livestreaming.  

d) We will continue to livestream Masses through Facebook, including daily Mass, so that 

those unable to attend in person may maintain a spiritual connection with their local 

church. 

2. Parishioners are strongly encouraged to wear a mask (or other face covering) upon entering the 

church and during the celebration of Mass.  

3. Enter through the main church doors underneath the portico. All other doors will be locked. 

4. Ushers and volunteers must wear masks and gloves throughout the celebration of Mass.  

5. Seating will be arranged such that six-feet of distance can be maintained between members of one 

household and members of another. Ushers will instruct families where to sit. 

6. After seating capacity is filled (225 people per Mass, which is 25% of St. Philip’s seating capacity), 

overflow will be directed to the Parish Hall (40 people per Mass). 

7. Restroom access will be limited, please make every attempt to use home restrooms before coming 

to Mass.  

 

II. During Mass 

 

1. With the suspension of the Offertory procession, a monitored Stationary basket will be made 

available located in the foyer of the church. You may drop your tithe/donation there before and 

after Mass. 

2. Holding hands at the Our Father is not permitted. The Sign of Peace is suspended.  

3. For the distribution of communion, parishioners will remain in their pew, and the Priest, Deacon 

and/or EM will come to the pews to distribute communion in the hand only, in keeping with advice 

of state health officials and thereby to avoid the Communion minister’s fingers coming into contact 

with saliva. Those distributing Communion must be masked, and sanitize their hands both before 

and after distributing Communion, as well as when incidental contact is made with a communicant. 

 

III. After Mass 

 

1. Ushers will assist families should depart the church after Mass.  

2. Priests and Deacons are not to stand at entrances of the church before or after Mass. They are to 

return to the sacristy. 

3. No receptions or social gatherings following Mass. 

4. Pews and other high traffic areas of the church are to be wiped down before the next Mass.   


